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On a number line, numbers to the left are less than numbers to the right.
Numbers to the right are greater than numbers to the left.

EXAMPLE @ Comparing Integers |

a. Compare 2 and —6.
Graph 2.

— et —F —F+—t—F+—F+—¢—
6 2 3

Remember

The symbol < means
"is less than” and the
symbol > means

"is greater than.”

s+ 2is to the right of —6. So, 2 > —6.

b. Compare —5 and —3.

| | | |
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:+  —5isto the left of —3. So, =5 < —3.

EXAMPLE ( 2, SeJL]EIT R ELES S

Compare —3.08 and —3.8.

S— | ¢ | | | | | | lo——
—4 —39—38—37—36—35—34 —-3.3 —-3.2 -3.1 -3

.=+ —3.08 s to the right of —3.8. So, —3.08 > —3.8.

@ Practice

Copy and complete the statement using < or >.
1. 0 —4 2. -5 5 3. —8 -7
4. —-0.5 0.3 5. -2 —-0.2 6. —3.24 —3.42

7. TEMPERATURE The freezing temperature of nitrogen is —210°C and the freezing
temperature of oxygen is —223°C. Which temperature is warmer?
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EXAMPLE @ Comparing Fractions and Mixed Numbers

1
a. Compare -3 and —§.

3 1

1. . 1
i+ —=isto the right of —§. So, —— > —=
: 5 ” 5
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b. Compare —4% and —4%.

5 1
Graph —4 5' Graph —4 3
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—4§ is to the left of —41. So, —4§ < —41.
‘ 6 6 6 6

EXAMPLE Real-Life Application

® Rogers: —6°C ) The diagram shows a day’s low temperatures for several cities

. . in Arkansas. Which city had the coldest low temperature?
Jonesboro: —7.8°C <

¥ Graph each temperature on a number line.
Litt.le Rock: 0°C }’)
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e Texarkana: 3°C
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.+ —7.8is farthest to the left on the number line.
So, Jonesboro had the coldest low temperature.

@ Practice

Copy and complete the statement using < or >.
2

1
8. = -2 9. -2 = 10. -12 12
3 7 7 3 6
Order the numbers from least to greatest.
1. 0, 1,2, 3 —3 12. -7.2, 21,68, —41,35  13. 15 % 3L 2 3
4 2 4 4 2
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